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Tae Eighth Annual Volume of HARPER'S WEEKLY is 
completed with the present Number. The foregoing General 
Index and Index to Iitustrations will give an idea of the extent 
and value of its Literary and Pictorial Contents. 

It has been the aim of the Publishers to furnish a periodical 
which should treat of every topic which interests intelligent and 
cultivated readers. For four years the public thought has cen- 
tred upon the great war now waging. Harper’s WEEKLY has 
aimed from the outset to furnish, with pen and pencil, a complete 
view of the events and scenes of this great struggle, with Por- 
traits of the men who have borne and are bearing prominent 
parts in it. Fully One Thousand Illustrations have been given, 
tending to illustrate the war. The present Volume contains 
more than Mive Hundred Illustrations of this class, among which 
are at least one hundred Portraits of Soldiers and Statesmen. 

When the war broke out the Publishers deemed it their duty 
to take a clear and decided stand upon this subject and all ques- 
tions directly connected with it. The Paper has advocated the 
National Cause, wholly irrespective of mere party grounds. It 
has given a firm and cordial support to the present Administra- 
tion, because, in the judgment of its Proprietors and Conductors, 





President Lincoln and his Cabinet have honestly and earnestly 
endeavored to uphold the supremacy of the Constitution, and to 
secure the perpetuity of the Union. It would have supported 
any National Administration which should have honestly and 
wisely aimed at these paramount ends. It would have opposed, 
and will oppose, any Administration which fails to do this. 

While Harpsr’s Werxty has thus taken a decided part in 
the political events of the day, it has not lost sight of its original 
design as a Literary Paper. Every Number has contained Tales, 
Poems, and Essays, by the ablest American and European writ- 
ers. 

The Publishers believe that the Paper possesses a permanent 
as well as temporary value. Every page has therefore been elec- 
trotyped, so that they are able at any time to supply any Vol- 
ume or Number from the commencement. 

Each Volume, containing all the Numbers for a year, com- 
mencing with the Ist of January, neatly bound in cloth, will be 
furnished for Stx Douzars, and will be sent by Express, freight 
paid by the Publishers, to any part of the United States reached 
Y 7 within the distance of three thousand miles from 

ew York, 





